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Missionary

Technology Packing List
February 17, 2001
This checklist is intended to provide missionaries with a list of technology items that they may find necessary or useful for overseas service work.  This is an extensive list.  No one will need all the items registered here.  At the end of this document I have included what I consider to be a “Packing Essentials Shortlist” of necessary gear that all missionaries should consider using.  

If you have suggestions for additions to this list, please email me:

bobmay99@yahoo.com

Laptop Computer 

Laptops are portable, practical and powerful.  I think every missionary should have one.  A laptop can be used to write email, compose prayer letters, create reports, read the news, study the local language, store photos, write newsletters, create mailing lists, manage assets and inventory, copy receipts, track expenses, create web pages, chat with your sending agency, read and study the Bible, study technical material, maintain emergency contacts, store addresses, preserve a scanned image of your passport, reflect in daily devotionals, record journals, etc.

If you do not own a laptop, the following is a minimum configuration for a machine:

· Intel or AMD 400Mhz (megahertz) CPU (central processing unit)

· 64MB (megabytes) of RAM (random-access memory)

· 5 GB (gigabyte) Hard Dive

· CD-ROM (compact disk, read-only memory) Drive

· Windows Software

Dell, IBM, Gateway, Compaq and Toshiba are big names in laptop sales.  In a recent test of laptop ruggedness and reliability, Dell, IBM, Gateway, and Compaq models finished at the top.

· Laptop Computer
    Model



S/N




· Laptop Computer AC Adapter Power Cord (International)

Make sure your power adapter can handle different voltages (between 100 and 220V).
· Laptop Battery

· Extra Laptop Battery

· Mouse

· Mouse Pad
· Computer Case or Bag

A durable computer bag or backpack is important.  Try to find one that is strong and lightweight and fits easily under your seat or in the overhead compartment on a plane.  Mine is made of ballistic nylon and has worked very well.  It has additional compartments for my camera, books, pens, and glasses.

· Phone Cord for Internet Connection

This may be country dependent.  Most countries have Internet cafes available.  It may be easier to use them than connect with your laptop.

· External Floppy Drive

· External CD ROM / DVD Drive

On most computers these floppy and CD ROM drives are internal, but on a few they may be external or a share a slot reserved for several devices.  (A CD ROM drive and a floppy drive might share the same slot.  Remember to bring all components.)

· Microphone

You can use the microphone to digitally record a variety of things.  Study local language.  Record local songs.  Send audio over the Internet.

· Laptop Dust Cover

· Headphones

· External Speakers

· External Speaker Power Cord

· Laptop Steel Security Cable

· Laptop Manufacturer Contact Information






Software Related

I suggest using Microsoft products, the most popular software available.  This usually ensures that your documents and applications will be compatible with those of your hosts.  In many countries, incredibly cheap software is readily available in bookstores, computer stores, etc.  I do not recommend using these products.  They have been illegally mass-produced, they are usually incomplete, and at worst I have seen them riddled with computer viruses.  Almost none of them work as advertised.

· Commercial Software

· Microsoft Windows


S/N






· Microsoft Office (or Works)

S/N






· Norton AntiVirus


S/N






· GoBack



S/N






GoBack lets you undo problems by returning the computer to the state it was in before the problem occurred.  You can recover deleted files with this utility.  I have only used mine once, but it saved me.

· Paper Copy of all Software Serial Numbers

· Paper Copy of Important Email Addresses

· Paper Copy of Important Web Sites

· Web-Based Email Account

Web-based email accounts like Yahoo or Hotmail allow you to check your email from almost anywhere in the world.  They are convenient and free.  You can upgrade the standard account for more disk storage for a nominal fee.  I highly recommend maintaining a web-based email account.

· Blank Floppy Disks

· Blank CDs for Writing

· CD Carrying Case

Computer Manuals, Magazines, Documents
· Necessary Computer Training Manuals

· Computer Magazines

· Forward Computer Magazines to New Address?

· Personal Computer Instructions or Notes

Printer

The type printer your select depends on your particular needs.  Choose either an inkjet or laser printer.  Good portable printers are available for frequent travelers.

· Printer 


Model



S/N




· Printer Interface Cable (Printer to Computer)

· Printer Power Cord

· Print or Toner Cartridge




S/N




· Extra Print or Toner Cartridge

· Paper

· Printer Manufacturer Contact Information






Scanner

In addition to normal scanner tasks like making digital copies of photographs, a scanner may be used to make copies of receipts.  I do not consider a scanner an absolutely necessary item however.  You may forgo a scanner especially if you own a digital camera. 

· Scanner


Model



S/N




· Scanner Interface Cable (Scanner to Computer)

· Scanner Power Cord

· Scanner Manufacturer Contact Information






USB Hub
A USB Hub allows you to connect multiple USB peripherals to your computer at the same time.  I use one to connect my digital camera and CD Writer.  You can add printers and scanners too.

· USB Hub


Model



S/N




· USB Hub Power Cord

· USB Hub Interface (USB Hub to Computer)

Computer Networks, Connections

Networks are for sharing.  Multiple computers on a network can quickly share information, printers, modems, Internet connections, etc.  It is not trivial to set up a network however, and requires special skills.

· Network Hub

Model



S/N




· Network Hub Power Cord

· Network Cables

· PC Network Card

Model



S/N




· Network Setup and Utility Software


S/N




· Null-modem Cable

Microsoft has a special utility for connecting one computer to another without requiring network cards on each computer.  It is called “Direct Cable Connection” and is found under the “Accessories” menu option.  This utility requires you to use a null-modem cable.  However, it is not trivial to connect two computers.  The networking properties must be set up properly and this requires special skills.  This is also a slow way to transfer data.

· Network Crossover Cable (pins 1-3, 2-6 swapped) 

A much faster alternative to connecting two computers (without a hub) is to use a network crossover cable.  In this case, both computers must have network cards.  However, it is not trivial to connect two computers.  The networking properties must be set up properly and this requires special skills.

· “LapLink” or  “PC Anywhere” Software Packages 

Some very good software packages exist for transferring data between computers.  These will allow you to transfer files from one machine to another as painlessly as possible.  PC Anywhere will allow you to contact to other computers remotely over a phone line using a modem or locally.

· Modem


Model



S/N




A modem usually is included as standard internal laptop equipment today.  It is necessary anytime you need to use the phone with your computer – Internet connection, dialing into a remote office computer, etc.

Digital Camera

You digital camera should have at least a one Megapixel resolution.  (640 x 640 does not qualify)

· Digital Camera

Model



S/N




· Camera Batteries

· Camera Battery Charger

· Camera Interface Cable (Camera to Computer)

· Camera Interface Cable (Camera to TV)

· Camera Manufacturer Contact Information






Digital Video Camera

Video and audio can be downloaded to any computer for e-mailing or posting on the web.

· Digital Video Camera
Model



S/N




· Video Camera Battery Unit

· Video Camera Battery Unit Charger

· Video Camera Interface Cable (Camera to Computer)

· Video Camera Interface Cable (Camera to TV)

· Video Camera Manufacturer Contact Info






CD Writer
I suggest using a CD Writer for making backups.  CDs are cheaper and more common than jazz or zip disks and drives.   

· CD Writer


Model



S/N




· CD Writer Interface Cable (CD Writer to Computer)

· CD Writer Power Cord

· Blank CDs for Writing

· CD Writer Manufacturer Contact Information






Removable Media / Super Disk/ Zip Drive 
I suggest using a CD Writer for making backups.  Almost all PCs have a CD ROM drive, but relatively few have a Zip or SuperDisk Drive.  If you do purchase one, choose the USB version.  Take the drive and the data with you to access them on another computer.  But remember CDs are cheaper and more common than these other drives, however if you already own one, you might want to take it with you.  
· Removable Media Drive

· Removable Media Drive Power Cord

· Removable Media Drive Interface Cable (Zip Drive to Computer)

· Removable Media Backup Disks with Backed Up Information on Them

· Blank Removable Media Disks 

Personal Digital Assistant (PDA)

Personal Digital Assistants (PDA), like the Palm Pilot, are everywhere.  They can serve a missionary in a variety of ways.  To-do lists, contact databases, financial records, Bibles, photos, appointments, schedules, etc. can all be stored on a PDA.  Some versions can also connect to the Internet.
· PDA


Model



S/N




· PDA Stylus Pen

· PDA Docking Cradle

· PDA Batteries

· PDA Software

· PDA Manufacturer Contact Information






Short-Wave Radio

In many parts of the world, a short-wave radio may be your only (or best) means for getting news.  They are usually portable.

· Short-wave Radio

Model



S/N




· Radio Batteries

· Length of Wire for external Antenna

Wrap wire around the antenna and stretch it in a direction until you receive the best reception.

· Radio Manufacturer Contact Information






GPS Receiver

Know exactly where you are anywhere in the world!  GPS receivers link to the Global Positioning System satellite network to determine your location.

· GPS Receiver 

Model



S/N




· GPS Software

· GPS Batteries

· GPS Rechargeable Unit

· GPS Interface Cable (GPS Unit to Computer)

· GPS Receiver Manufacturer Contact Info






Troubleshooting / Repair

· Computer Repair Kit

· SuperTool (Leatherman, Gerber, etc.)

These multi-bladed, multi-attachment super tools are great.

Mobile Phone

Mobile phones are highly country dependent.  In general, they will not work from one country to another.  Exceptions to this include GSM phones.

· Mobile Phone

Model



S/N




· Mobile Phone Battery

· Extra Mobile Phone Battery

· Additional Mobile Phone Interface Cables?

· Phone Manufacturer Contact Information






Satellite Phone

· Satellite Phone

Model



S/N




· Satellite Phone Power Cord

· Satellite Phone Interface Cable (Satellite Phone to Computer)

· Satellite Phone Card

· Additional Phone Cards

· Copy of Satellite Phone Access Numbers and Passwords

· Sat Phone Manufacturer Contact Information






Entertainment

· Handheld Games / GameBoy

· Portable CD Player

· Portable CD Player Power Cord

· Portable CD Player Batteries

· Music CDs

· CD Player Manufacturer Contact Information






· MP3 Player

· MP3 Player Power Cord

· MP3 Player Batteries

· MP3 Player Interface Cable (MP3 Player to Computer)

· MP3 Player Manufacturer Contact Info






· Tape Player
· Tape Player Power Cord
· Tape Player Batteries
· Tapes
· Tape Player Manufacturer Contact Info






· Portable TV (Watchman)

· Portable TV Power Cord

· Portable TV Batteries

· TV Manufacturer Contact Information







Batteries and Electrical

· AA Rechargeable Batteries

· AAA Rechargeable Batteries

All rechargeable batteries are not the same.  Buy the ones with the highest milliamp hour (mAh) ratings.  1300 mAh or higher is better.  They make a huge difference in digital cameras.  

· Battery Charger

· Power Strip

· Electrical Plug Adapters(s)

Your plug adapters will be country dependent.  Connect Globally’s Multi-Globe travel adapter can be used in over 140 countries. 

· Extension Cord

· Country-specific Power Converters

Your power converters will be country dependent.  

· Voltage Regulator
Model



S/N




· Uninterrupted Power Supply 
Model


S/N




Working without Electricity

· Solar Panels

· Charge Regulator

· 150 Amp, 12V Heavy Duty Batteries

· Battery Connectors

· Inverters

· Generators

· Wire

Missionary Technology Packing Essentials Shortlist

Laptop Computer
· Laptop Computer
    
Model



S/N




· Laptop Computer AC Adapter Power Cord (International)

· Laptop Battery

· Mouse

· Mouse Pad
· Computer Case or Bag

· External Floppy Drive (if not included in Laptop)

· External CD ROM / DVD Drive (if not included in Laptop)

· Modem




· Microphone

· Headphones

· Laptop Steel Security Cable

Software Related
· Commercial Software

· Microsoft Windows


S/N






· Microsoft Office (or Works)

S/N






· Norton AntiVirus


S/N






· GoBack



S/N






· Paper Copy of all Software Serial Numbers

· Paper Copy of Important Email Addresses

· Paper Copy of Important Web Sites

· Web-Based Email Account

· Blank Floppy Disks

· CD Carrying Case

· Laptop Dust Cover
· Laptop Manufacturer Contact Information







Computer Manuals, Magazines, Documents
· Necessary Computer Training Manuals

· Personal Computer Instructions or Notes

Digital Camera
· Digital Camera

Model



S/N




· Camera Batteries

· Camera Battery Charger

· Camera Interface Cable (Camera to Computer)

· Camera Interface Cable (Camera to TV)

· Camera Manufacturer Contact Information






Batteries and Electrical

· AA Rechargeable Batteries

· AAA Rechargeable Batteries

· Battery Charger

· Power Strip

· Electrical Plug Adapters(s)

· Extension Cord

· Country-specific Power Converters

Short-Wave Radio
· Short-wave Radio

Model



S/N




· Radio Batteries

· Length of Wire for external Antenna 

· Radio Manufacturer Contact Information







Troubleshooting / Repair

· SuperTool (Leatherman, Gerber, etc.)
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